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Oman Dental College achieved a first-of-its-kind accomplishment by having two student-led abstract papers accepted at the 

NES conference (sponsored by NHS Education for Scotland). The NES Annual Virtual Conference 2022 will be held on April 

27-28, 2022, and will be of interest to everyone involved in medical and dental training. 

ODC students, Lara Hassan and Maryam Sedqi, will be presenting their papers alongside experts from across the UK, 

providing an opportunity for joint sessions emphasizing interprofessional learning. Way to go girls!
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ODC is sprinkled with extra SALT! No, it is not what you think. This is not a cooking show; rather, it is a new teaching 

strategy being piloted in our college. As you might have already noticed we introduced a research practicum module as part 

of the BDS IV & V dental curriculum, each supported and followed up by the Research & Ethics Committee (REC) of ODC 

in an endeavour to encourage student-led research projects.  

What's the point of putting this in place, you ask? So, here it is: Four BDS-V students have already submitted their scholarly 

work for publication in a prestigious scientific journal, and they are now submitting a minor revision as requested by the 

editorial office. It's an incredible feat! So that we may publicly recognize them in the upcoming summer newsletter, we're 

hoping to get their work published before then – Don’t you dare to jinx it foundation students!!

But wait, there's more! Twelve (yes, twelve!) other BDS-V students are completing their literature review papers in 

preparation for publication. That is far too much accomplished in such a short period of time – and that's exactly what the 

ODC spirit will be like from now on! Pass the ‘SALT’ please…
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Try me!

Are you a gamer? Are you into games that hold your attention from the very beginning and keep you on your toes? Well, we 

are not! We just thought it would be a good idea to inject some fun into your education by incorporating some games 

because we know you'll enjoy it! Touché! 

You see, when you don't get anything out of a lecture, it's common to feel as if your brain is ‘blank’, right? You’d say that this 

lecture is not meaningful. It is also not uncommon to wish that you could do something about it, or to become more involved 

than simply sitting there passively! In freshman and sophomore years, students quickly learn many new vocabulary and 

concepts to an extent where you become a little overwhelmed! 

Adequate learning support for essential concepts can be difficult to provide. Active learning is now widely recognised as a 

strategy for information delivery and retention in undergraduate education. Games in education can help guide the 

educational process, especially among tech-savvy learners. Educators can use games to increase student engagement, 

motivation, and performance. Despite widespread support, the use of games in dental education has just recently gained 

traction. It is in this context that the idea of designing a home-grown game came to surface here in the ODC. 

CrossLearn is a student-only interactive space designed and developed by ODC faculty members with the help 

of students. CrossLearn relies on crossword puzzle design elements in educational contexts. Despite being a 

relatively young platform, CrossLearn is making a big impact across a variety of academic institutions and has 

piqued the interest of the scientific community, with Oman Dental College being the first dental school to 

introduce CrossLearn to the undergraduate curriculum as a complement to learning.
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What is the Camelus Dromedarius Project?

As part of the newly introduced Research Practicum module in the BDS-IV curriculum, a 2 year-long project was 

proposed to more fully understand the Comparative Dental Anatomy concept and delve deeper into a new paradigm 

that was never explored before. Well, that’s it! We are not going to reveal any more details for now. Instead, we would 

like to invite you all, from foundation to BDS-III, to join BDS-IV researchers and become field researchers yourselves! If 

you are still unsure whether you can do this or not, ask yourself one question: 

‘Are you camelus enough to dromedarius?’ 
We had only expected a small group of students to join our project, but we were surprised by the outpouring of 

enthusiasm and ended up with more than a hundred eager participants! So we had to come up with something, and 

the wiseman suggested that we create six armies (oops I mean teams!)… The Jaalaninas, The Guardians of The 

Enchanted Sohar, The Warriors of Qurum Land, The Barkanians, The Nizwanians, and The Special Ops!

Join us!



The competing teams
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The 21 Quests of Odyssey: a recap!

Rules & Guidelines

The first team to post all the following photos on our WhatsApp group claims the first trophy

The team with the most creative photo claims the second trophy

The golden rule: NO TEAM TAG.. NO SWAG..

The not-so-golden rule: Caption the photo with its corresponding number from the list below

The 21 Quests of Odyssey

1. Spell C-A-M-E-L using team members, everyone must be part of it.

2. A photo with a faculty member wearing white on a white background..

3. Five team members in a car.

4. Five team members jumping in the air (all feet must be off the ground).

5. Five team members sitting on outdoor wooden benches.

6. Two team members playing ping pong.

7. One team member taking a selfie with a phantom head.

8. Five team members queuing in the cafeteria.

9. A team member helping another team member solve a math problem.

10. Five team members sitting on an outdoor concrete bench.

11. The wiseman’s cave or horse.

12. Two team members chilling at the balcony.

13. Ten pairs of shoes.

14. A team member with a clueless non-team member.

15. Find the two-headed arrow.

16. A team member checking out an Anatomy Atlas in the library.

17. A team member and a person wearing white crocs.

18. Five team members on green grass.

19. A team member wearing 4 team tags different colours.

20. Spell ODC using your team’s ribbon spool

21. Have two Periodontists sign a team member’s hand in red colour.

The Jaalaninas The Guardians of The 

Enchanted Sohar

The Warriors of 

Qurum Land

The Barkanians The Special Ops
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The 21 Quests of Odyssey

8. Five team members queuing in the cafeteria.

We were blown away by our students' 

acting abilities! This year, the Academy 

Award for best actress goes to... you 

guessed it! See who leads the cafeteria 

queue line? It is obviously that gal!!!
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The 21 Quests of Odyssey

15. Find the two-headed arrow.

Lady! We don’t want to interrupt your deep meditation but this is 

not the two-headed arrow!! You are in the wrong place! By the 

way did you know that exam stress can be alleviated through 

meditation?  
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The 21 Quests of Odyssey

18. Five team members on green grass.

Jokes aside, it's hard to 

resist the appeal of just 

sitting on the grass and 

soaking up the sun! This 

shot shows why it is 

drawing me in
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The 21 Quests of Odyssey

10. Five team members sitting on an outdoor concrete 

bench.

The 21 Quests of Odyssey

21. Have two Periodontists sign a team member’s hand 

in red colour.

The 21 Quests of Odyssey

17. A team member and a person wearing white crocs.

Who said that 

white crocodiles 

are out of fashion, 

anyway? They’re 

really good for 

your feet. I got a 

pair myself and 

have never turned 

back.



The 21 Quests of Odyssey

20. Spell ODC using your team’s ribbon spool

The 21 Quests of Odyssey

1. Spell C-A-M-E-L using team members, everyone must be part of it.
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The 21 Quests of Odyssey

6. Two team members playing ping pong.

*
*

The 21 Quests of Odyssey

5. Five team members sitting on outdoor wooden benches.
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The 21 Quests of Odyssey

10. Five team members sitting on an outdoor 

concrete bench.

The 21 Quests of Odyssey

4. Five team members jumping in the air (all feet must be off the ground).

The 21 Quests of Odyssey

14. A team member with a clueless non-team 

member.

The 21 Quests of Odyssey

11. The wiseman’s cave.

Our nurses deserve praise for their 

tireless efforts to ensure that our 

patients receive the best possible 

treatment.

Sigh! You’ll need to hit the gym more often ladies!

Once a wiseman said: “Research is to 

see what everybody else has seen, and 

to think what nobody else has thought”
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The 21 Quests of Odyssey

24. Hidden Goose: Find a bird’s nest

The 21 Quests of Odyssey

23. Hidden Goose: Find a butterfly

The 21 Quests of Odyssey

23. Hidden Goose: Find Meteor

Now that you've discovered ODC's hidden gem, Meteor, it's time to 

recognize Dr Nutayla Al Harthy's invaluable contributions to this research 

project, without which none of this would have been possible. She sparked 

a flame of enthusiasm in all of us, motivating us to work tirelessly and 

happily to see this project become a reality. Drs Ayida Al Wahaibi, Sanjay 

Saraf, Amur Al Seneidi, and Shahab Javanmardi are also to be 

commended for their support and tireless labour.

Nature is part of what 

makes ODC a special 

place. Did you know that 

in Oman, more than 400 

bird species have been 

identified. Oman sees 

large swarms of 

migratory birds during 

their seasonal journey 

between their nesting 

habitats and the places 

where they spend winter 

due to the Sultanate’s 

location at the crossroads 

of three different 

geographical land 

masses. Some birds, 

particularly waterfowl, fly 

over 5,000 kilometres 

from places like Siberia.

What’s up!
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